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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Paragraphs [002 *], [0060], [0061], and [0063] are amended as follows: 
[0026] Figs. 2(a) and 2fd^ (b) are longitudinal sectional views of a principal portion 
according to thi invention, and Figs. 2(c) an d (d) are lon gi tudinal s ectional views oL^^ 
prin cipal p ortion of a c o nven ti onal dev ice; 

[0060] Wher the inner ring 40 and the outer ring 37 are connected together by the 
engaging/diseng. ging members 34 in the manner described above, since the inner ring 40 
and the outer rir j 37 are subject to centering. In other words, before the inner ring 40 and 
the outer ring 3' are connected, the inner ring 40 mav be slightly off-center with respect to 
the outer ring 3 7. Since the engaging/disengaging members 34 are provided in an odd 
number, nine in this embodiment, three engaging/disengaging members 34 (shown by the 
triangle) come ii to abutment with both rings in the initial stage of the connection, as shown 
in Fig. 2(b), foil )wed by successive abutment of the other engaging/disengaging members 
34. In actuality, during this in it ial stage of the connection, when the inner ring 40 and the 
outer ring 37 an offset with respect to each other, one of the three engag in g/disengaging 
members 34 (rep esented by one point of the triangle) comes in t o abutment with both rings. 
Abutment by thi; one engaging/disengaging member 34 then pushes tht inner ring 40 away 
from the outer ing 37 toward a second and then a third of the engaging/disengaging 
members 34 (rep esented by the other two points of the triangle). Once each of these three 



JUN- 11-2003 WED 10:32 AM FAX NO. P. 

Serial No. 09/964,426 
Docket No. 0505-0869P 
Group Art Unit 3611 
Page 3 

engaging/diseng; ging members 34 come into abutment with both rings, centering is 
accomplished. 

[0061] There ore, the inner ring 40 and the outer ring 37 are contacted together at three 
points and «e t\ as subicctcd to centerin g , the inner ring 40 and the outer ring 37 become 
centered with rcf ject to each other . As can be seen in Fig. 2(b), during the initial stage of 
connection descr bed above, centering of the inner ring with respect to the outer ring is 
accomphshed wl en only three of the engagement/disengagement members 34 (shown by 
points of the triar zle) come into abutment with both rings. 

[0063] In con rast therewith, if the engaging/disengaging members 34 are provided in an 
even number, as hown in Figs. 2(c) and (d), the inner and outer rings 40, 37 are contacted 
together in succ e; sion at two positions in the initial stage of the connection as shown by the 
cngaging/disenga dng member 34 located at opposite points of the square in Fig. 2(d), 
followed by succ ssive contact with the engaging/disengaging members 34 at the third and 
th e fourth poin ts of the square in Fig. 2(d) . Thus, as compared to a device with an odd 
number of engagi ig /disengaging members, centering of both rings of a conventional device 
cannot be done in mediately and henc e . Hence the generation of noise may result. 



